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‘Hen I fieft began to print this 
Paper in Edinburgh, I told the 
Gentlemen on the other Side, 
that uolefs I was oblig’d by Neceffity, I 
fhould not concern this Paper in Perfonal or 
Party Reflefijlon——— And I am content 
to make eyen the Gentlemen themfelves 
Judges of this Neceflity, in the Story now 
before us 
There is a Gentleman, lately an ie 
pal Minifter in the Presbytery of Brichen, 
who being depos'd by the Sentence of the 
Charch of Scotland, and put out of the 
Chorch he then poffefs’d, by juft and legal 
Procefs according to the Confitution of the 
Place ; and after that having intruded, &c. 
contrary to Law-into the fame Church and 


Manfe, has been procefs’d before the 
Lords of the Jufticiary, and by their Sen- 
tence is committed to the Tol-bouth in 
Edinburgh. 

Now, that the World may fee, how the 
Church of Scotland is reprefented in Eng. 
JYand, and with what Juftice fhe is treated, 
how fhe is ufed in Relation to Faét, and 
how difhonourably fhe is infulted, i refer 
them to the following Paragraph talen out 
of a known Paper, call’d Dyer’s Letter -—~ 
A written Piece of News which is {ene 
abroad in the fevers! Counties in England, 
aud which by this Means gives fuch Ideas 
of the People and Church of Scotland, as is 
fuitable to his Way of reprefenting Things, 
on Suppofition that his Relation is crue. ; 

¢ 
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¥t Isto be obferv’d, that Mr. Dyer omits 
thefe Things, (which, I fuppofe, he knows 


may be contradiéted by every Reader) in- 


fuch of his Letters as go to Scotland, and 
that his Letter of the fame Date to Edin 
burgh had none of this Thing in it-— 
neither is it his Cuftom, when he refleéts 
upon the Scots, either as a Nation or a 
Church, to let nis Letter that goes to Svot- 
land have any Thing of tbat in it 
The Paragraph, I mean, is as follows ; 


Edinburgh, fan:17. Mr. James Green- 
fhiels, the Epifcopal Minifter, having been 
for fome Months languifbing alone in tbe 
publick Gaol of this City, the Presiytery has 
been fo gracious to him, sho” they will not re- 
Jeafe nim, ,as to fend one Mr. Skincer an- 
other Epifeopat Minifter to keep him Company. 
This Mr. Skinner was Ordain’d in the Year 
1687, mas Minilter of Brechin, and Af- 
fiftant to Dr. Drummond Bifhop of that Place, 
he took the Oaths to King William early, al- 
ways prayd for Him and Her prefent Majejty, 
and is an excellent Preachers bur bu Crime 
sous for being an Intruder into another's 
Manfe, Glebe, &c- and refufing to give 
Bond conform to she Sentence azainft bim, to 
fortear the Exercife of his MiniSerial Office 
for ever, in any Part of North-Britaio. 


This is Dyer’s Letter {pread about Evg- 
Jand, and by which the People of England 
are wheedled, deluded, and brought into a 
Belief of all the Hardfhips snd Cruelties, 
which the Party think convenient to fug- 
geft upen the Church of Scotland, as it 
pra@is’d upon the Epifcopal People in Scot. 


dand ——— Whereas ia this fuy.gefted Cafe,, 


there is tbis Misfortaue to its Author, That 
not one Word of all this is true, except 
only that the Man, My. Skinwer, is feut Pri- 
fonet tothe Tol-booth——- But as to the 
ret, he ncither was committed by the 
Presbytery, cor was he the early Taker of 
the Oaths, or the excellent Preacher, Wc, 
that Mr. Dyer fuggefts. 

Bur being formerly depos’d for [gnorance 
and Error—and rejefted asa Facobite, pro- 
fecuted by Law for an Intruder, he was 
committed upon a Crimiaal Procefs by the 


Lords of the Jufticiaryee= And that this 
may appear the plainer, I have here given 
an Abftraé&t of Mr. Skinner’s Cafe, drawn 
from the Proceffes at large, which I have 
all by me, ready to produce, taken from 
the Records and Regifters of the feveral 
Courts where the fame were try’d, and 
which, I prefume, wil not be deny’d to be 
true, and which being impartially coafider- 
ed, the Reader will be able to do the 
Church and Government both equal Juftice 
in the Cafe 

Mr. fobs skinner was by a clundcfine 
Admifhion enter’d to the Church of Brechin 
ig the Year 1587, to the fae Charge 
which his’ Father was admitted to iong be- 
fore, ana vherein his faid Father con:inu’d 
til the Year 1691, and was never look’d 
upon as Minifter there, cill the faid Fathers 
Death, he being fo fecretly admitted, that 
very Few knew of it, and his Admiffion 
(as it was) was contrary to the Laws and 
Cuftoms yet in Force, and the Cannons 
obferv’d in the Prelatical Church. 

Mr. Skinner having thus officiated as Mi- 
nifter there from the Year 1691, till 1697, 
then his Charge was declar’d vacant by 
Order of the Presbytery, conform to Aét 
of Parliament againft Non-furants, which 
A&t of Parliament exprefly faich, that whats 
foever Miniffer PETG not take the Oaths 
betwixt and fuch a ‘Time, their Charges 
were Jpfo fao vacant without any further 
Sentence, fo that the Presbytery’s Sentence 
was according to the Laws of the Land, 
even tho’ his Title had been Good. Upon 
which Mr. Skinner deferted his ordinary 
Diet of Preachiog, ddd the Presbytery had 
peaceable Pofleffion’ thereof till the Year 
1703: At which Time Mr. Skinner intru- 
ded and took Poffeffion of the fame Diet 
again at his own Hand, which was the 
Ground of a Procefs againft him before the 
Presbytery, Anno 17044 and when Sen-- 
tence was given by the Presbytery againft 
him, difcharging him to preach ar exer- 
cife the Miniftery ia that Parith, as having 
no Paftoral Relation or Legal Title there- 
to, he declin’d the whole Church of Scote 
land, snd appeal’d to the Queen and Privy- 
Council. There is one Thing obferyable, 
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that in the Year 17c4, The Presbytery 
(not being fully inform’d as yet of his Error 
and In‘ufficiency) did for Peace Sake de- 
fire him to confine his Miniftery to a Part 
of the Parifh, and leave the other Part of 
the Parith to ‘the Presbyterian Minifter, who 
had been ordain’d there fume Time before; 
but this Mr. Skinner refus’d, and faid, He 
had a Call to be Minifter of the whole 
ifh. - 
anit 1706, He was procefi’d before the 
Privy-Council for Jatrufion, but the Wit- 
neffes not having come up co prove his de- 
ferting his ordinary Diet of Preaébing, 
(which was’ all that the Privv-Councll de- 
fir’d, in order to their pafling Sentence 
againft him) the Matter was delayd at 
that Time. ‘ 
Thereafter, the Presbytery being well 
inform’d, that Mr. Skinner did preach He- 
terodox Doftrine, and difcover with fuch 
Weaknefs and [gncrance in his Sermons, 


that the Generality of his Hearers took’ 
Notice thereof; the Presbytery thought 


themfelves oblig’d to form a new Libel 
againft him, both upon the Head of- his 
former Intrufion and Contempt of the 
Church, and alfoupon the Head of Error 
and Iofufficiency, prophaning the Sacra- 
ment of the Lord’s Supper, Sc. Upon which 
Libel, when Mr. Skinner compear’d te an- 
{wer thereto, he gave in a Declinature a- 
gainft the Presbytery founded upon ‘the 
A& of Parliament 1690, which impowers 
the General Affembly or Vifitors appointed 
by them to try and purge out erroneous, 
ignorant, €c. Minifters, from which he in- 


ferd, that the Presbytery were not his 


competent Judges ; and upon the Presby- 
teries faftainibg themfelves his Judges, he 
appeal’d tothe General Aflembly ; and the 
Affair coming before the General Affembly 
was by them refer’d tothe Commiffion (by 
his own Defire fignify’d to the Committee 
of Bills in his Petition prefented tothem 
thereanent) and the Affair coming before 
the Commiffion in Augu$ 1709, was by 
them remitted to the Presbytery, as com- 
petent Judges in all the Heads libel’d 
againft him. 


But before theAffair came to this Length, 
it is to be obferv’d, That Mr: Skinner ha- 
viog given ia his Declinature above-men- 
tion’d to the Presbytery, he did apprehend, 
it would ftop their Proceedure againit him 
but he was fo far miftaken about the Forms 
of Church-Difcipline, that the Presbytery 
went on with the Procefs according to their 
Duty, and examin’d Witneffes at Diets, 
to which he was not only cited apud Affe, 
but exprefly advertis’d by Order of the 
Presbytery, who fent their Officer to his 
Houfe, and requir’d him to attends and 
likewife the Moderator, in the Name of 
the Presbytery at the fame Diet, call’d and 
inquir’d, if aay of rhe Company then pre- 
fent had any Commiffion or Warrant from 
him to hear the Depofitions ; but no Body. 
appear’d, and having found the Charge 
of Iatrufion relevant, they proceeded to 
Sentence, 

* Mr. Skinner taking no Notice of this Sen- 
tence, or of the Laws againft Intrafien into 
Churches, €%c. which panith the Offender 
with Banithment, ‘went on neverthelefs te 
preach, and continu’d tokeep Poffeffion by 
Force, of the faid Church-Manfe, €c. 
Whereupon Complaint being made to her 
Majefty’s Advocate ——— His Lordthip caus’d 
forthwith an Indi€&ment or Criminal Pro- 
cefs to be begun agaioft him, upon which 
he wasafter afaic Trial before the Lords 
of the- Jufticiary found guilty, and their 
Lordfhips have committed him Prifoner to 
the Tol-booth. 


This is the true State of the Cafe of 
Mr. Skinner ; and for the Veracity of Mr. 
Dyer, or his informers, I leave the World 
to judge of that. This is not publith’d to 
deteé the Man, for really that is worth no 
Mans while, but to dete& the Fraud, aod 
fet Matter of Faé& right in the Byes of 
honeft Men, that Truth may not fuffer, or 
the World be impos’d updn. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 
Juft Publifh’d, 

"THE Monthly Mifcellany, or Memoirs 

for the Curious, for the Month of 
Fuly, 1709, Vol.III. Containing, Brief 
Directions for making and preferving 
Collections of all Natural Curiofities. 
De Scarab.cis Anglicans ; or a brief Ac- 
count of divers Sorts of Englifh Beetles. 
Cochineel Beetles or Lady-Cows, Mo- 
nachi or Monk-Beetles. Scarabei An- 
tennis Geniculatix, Beetles with joynted 
Horns, -Capricorni_ or Goat-Chaffers. 
Bupreftes or Burn-Cows. Beetles as 
have no Tran{parent or Membranaceous 
Wings under their Sheaths. Of Affu- 
rance of our Election. A Holy Life the 
beft Evidence of Election, Conclufion 
by Way of Application, Gazophylacss 
Nature (3 Artu, Decades Quinque, @c. 
LONDON: Printed for ¥. Woodward, 
in St. Chriftopber s Church-Yard, Thread- 
needle-frreet , and F. Morphew near Sta- 
itoners. Hall, 


Ju Publith’d, 

oF A New Treatile of the Venereal 

Difeafe ; wherein (other Au- 
thors being refuted) its true Caufe, Na- 
ture, Sighs, dangerous Effeéts, various 
Ways of Receiving, Symptoms firft dif 
covering, atd infallible Method of prevent- 
ing, its Infeétion, together with the beft, 
moit cheap, fafe, fpeedy, eafie, and pri- 
-yate Methods of Cure, are fet forth. By 
what Method aod Medicines Perfons injur’d 
by Mercury: may be reliev’d, is here dif- 
cover’d ; a3 alfo the Caufe and Cure of old 
Gleets in Men, and the Whites in Women. 
Sold (Price 1 4. 6d.) by the Author 
Dr. SPINKE, at his Houle, the Golden 
Bellin the Paflage between the Sun and 
Gaftle Taveras in Honey-Lane Market, 
Cheapfide. His Pills are 35. the Box, with 
Dirseétions. 


LLL a 
MDCCX, i 


Juft Publith’d, 

A New Delcription of the World, de- 

_lineating Europe, Afia, Africa, and 
America ; with a Map and Tables of the 
Empires, Kingdoms, Provinces, and Cities 
therein, together with a Chronological and 
Hiftorical Account of the Emperors, Kings, 
Princes, Governmeats, Religion, Langua- 
ges, Cuftoms, Commodities, Revolutions, 
and Rareties thereof. The fecond Edition. 
By #. Curfon, Gent. Sold by $. Woodward, 
in St. Chriftopber’s Church-Tard, in Thread. 
needleftreet. 
a agntir de Lingua Latina Obfervatio. 

num Libri duo. Prior infevibitur Latinj 
loquendi Norma ; b. ¢. aurei Latinitatie Se. 
culi Locutio. Pofterior Barbare vitivfeve Jo. 
quendi Confuetudinem inveftigat, patefacit 
emendat. ‘Uterque in Ufum Fuventutis, ine 
corrupte Latini Sermonis Integritatis fudi 
confeus. Duiu © Cura OANNIS it 
Londini, apud J. Robinfon, J. Lawrence. 
C. Bateman, A. Bell, J. Hartley, Biblio: 
Londinenfes. : 
Gi Equeftris Nottinghamienfis. Car- 

men Hexametrum, Autore RICHAR-} 
DO JOANSON, Ludi Literarij ibidem Ma- 
giltro, marsha Grammaticorum 

vriptore. So obn Morpbew 
Stationers-Hall. rue 6d. ies: 
Lately publifh’d, 
ONDON’s Medicinal-INFORMER. 
4 Containing, t. A brief Enquiry into 

the antiznt State of the Pragices of Phyfick 
and Surgery in the World. 2. The prefent 
State of thofe Profefions in London. 30 
Quacks, rightly diftinguifh’d from other 
Praftifers, chara&teriz’d, and chafti2’d 
4. The Venereal Difeafe in its Caufe, Na. 
ture, Signs, Dangerou’ Effedts; beft, moft 
cheap, eafie, fafe, and private Methods of 
Cure, truly reprefented; in order to pre. 
vent Peoples being Ruta’d, either by tha¢ 
Difeafe, or by unflcilful Pretenders to its 
Cure. By a London Phylician. LONDON - 
Prirted and Sold by B. Bragg, at the Raven 
in Pater- Nofter-Row. 1710. (Price Se) 


